
Special 

Educational 

Needs  

Information 

Report 

How we support children with 

special needs and disabil it ies at 

Ronald Tree Nursery School   

2022-2023



At Ronald Tree, we recognise that 

every child is different and we 

embrace the fact that all of their 

learning journeys are unique!

This is ref lected in our provision with pupi ls 

with special educational needs or 

disabil it ies. 

The four broad identif ied areas of need are: 

• Communication and interaction

• Cognition and learning

• Social, emotional and mental health

• Sensory and physical needs



Our SEND figures for 

22-23

By the summer of  2023,  we had a tota l  o f  118 

ch i ldren across  a l l  our  rooms at  Rona ld  Tree.

Of  those ch i ldren,  24  were on our  SEND prov is ion 

map,  which meant they requ ired add i t iona l  or  

d i f ferent suppor t  to  access our  curr icu lum. 

Severa l  o f  these ch i ldren jo ined us  throughout the 

year.  

We had 6 pup i ls  rece ive an Educat ion Hea l th Care  

P lan a f ter  re ferra l  f rom our SEND team.

Our main  areas  of  need were:  communicat ion,  soc ia l  

and emot iona l  suppor t  and moderate learn ing 

d i f f i cu l t ies



What should I do if I think 

my child has Special 

Educational Needs? 

Firstly, don’ t panic or worry or keep your thoughts to 

yourself.

We are here to l isten and support you in any way we 

can. 

Talk to your chi ld ’s key worker, to our Special 

Educational Needs coordinator Deb,  or to Jackie, our 

teacher. We wi l l  be able to talk through your concerns, 

of fer guidance and help you to seek appropriate support 

i f  needed. 

You may also want to speak to other professionals such 

as your GP or your health vis itor



How does the nursery 

know if a child needs 

extra help? 

A t  R o na l d  T r e e  we  h a ve  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  c o n f i d e n t  t e a m  o f  

p r a c t i t i o n e r s .  P up i l  o b s e r v a t i o n  h a p p e n s  a l l  o f  t h e  t i m e  a nd  we  

u s e  t h e s e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  t o  a s s e s s  p r o g r e s s  a nd  a t t a i nm e n t  a g a i n s t  

n a t i o n a l  g u i d a n c e  d o c um e n t s .  

I f  a  p up i l  i s  wo r k i n g  a t  a  l e v e l  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b e l o w  e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  

t h e i r  a g e  o r  i s  n o t  s h o w i ng  p r o g r e s s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a s  o f  

d e ve l o p m e n t ,  we  m a y  a s s e s s  t h e m  u s i n g  m o r e  f o c u s s e d  t o o l s  s u c h  

a s  t h e  D e ve l o p m e n t a l  P r o f i l e  p r o v i d e d  b y  o u r  S p e c i a l  N e e d s  

s up p o r t  s e r v i c e  o r  a  Co m m un i ca t i o n  a nd  L a ng ua g e  t o o l k i t  c r e a t e d  

b y  ‘ E v e r y  Ch i l d  a  T a l k e r ’  

W e  o f t e n  a s k  p a r e n t s  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e s e  a l o ng s i d e  u s  a s  we  k no w  

c h i l d r e n  s ho w  d i f f e r e n t  a b i l i t i e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s .  

W e  w i l l  a l wa y s  t a l k  w i t h  f a m i l i e s  b e f o r e  d r a w i ng  a ny  c o n c l u s i o n s  

o n  whe t he r  o r  n o t  a  c h i l d  n e ed s  a d d i t i o n a l  s up p o r t  i n  t h e  nu r s e r y .  



How will both school and 

I know how my child is 

doing?

W e  w i l l  h a v e  a n  e a r l y  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  f a m i l i e s  a nd  r e g u l a r  

m e e t i n g s  a nd  c a t c h - up s  a f t e r  t h a t .  T he s e  c o nve r s a t i o n s  w i l l  

e n su r e  t h a t :  

• Eve r yo ne  d e ve l o p s  a  g o o d  und e r s t a nd i ng  o f  t h e  c h i l d ’ s  

s t r e ng t h s  a nd  d i f f i c u l t y

• We t a ke  i n t o  a c c o un t  f a m i l y  c o n c e r n s  a nd  a ny  

r e c o m m end a t i on s  b y  p r o f e s s i o na l s

• Eve r yo ne  i s  c l e a r  o n  t h e  a g r e ed  o u t c o mes  f o r  t h e  c h i l d

P a r e n t s  a r e  a l s o  i n v i t e d  t o  c h a t  t o  s t a f f  a nd  k e y  wo r k e r s  o n  a  

d a i l y  b a s i s  a s  t h e y  d r o p  o f f  a nd  c o l l e c t  t h e i r  c h i l d .  

O b se r v a t i o n s  a r e  s ha r ed  o n  T a p e s t r y .  P a r en t s  a r e  s t r o ng l y  

e n c o u r a g e d  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  v i e ws  o f  t h e  c h i l d  o n  h e r e  t o o

S c ho o l  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  o b s e r v e  y o u r  c h i l d  a nd  a s s e s s  t h e i r  

p r o g r e s s  t o wa r d s  i n d i v i d u a l  o b j e c t i v e s .  



How will the curriculum 

be matched to my child’s 

needs? 

Your  ch i l d  w i l l  be  ab le  to  access  a l l  a reas  o f  the  cur r i cu l um a t  Rona ld  

Tree .

We fo l l ow the  ‘Graduated  Approach ’  –  th i s  means  we  fo l l ow a  cyc le  o f :  

Assess -P lan -Do-Rev iew

I f  your  ch i l d  i s  i dent i f i ed  as  hav ing  SEND,  we  w i l l  p rov i de  suppo r t  tha t  

i s  ‘ add i t i ona l  to  o r  d i f f e ren t  f rom ’  our  regu la r  d i f f e rent i a ted  prov i s i on .

Your  ch i l d  w i l l  have  the i r  own ta rge ts  and may  work  w i th  one  o f  our  

SEND s ta f f  team members .  Th i s  work  cou ld  invo lve  ex t ra  suppo r t  i n  

the  c l ass room or  one  to  one  or  sma l l  g roup work  in  our  qu ie te r  spaces .

Depend ing  on  need,  some ch i l d ren  may  rema in  in  our  younge r ,  sma l l e r  

Teddy  Bear  room to  ensure  the i r  sa fe ty  and we l l -be ing  needs  a re  met

Where  ex te rna l  agenc ie s  a re  invo lved ,  we  work  c lose ly  toge the r  w i th  

them and your  f am i l y .

Ongo ing  observa t i ons  gu ide  us  th roughout .  

Whatever  s tage  o f  the i r  l ea rn ing  journey  they  a re  on ,  suppo r t  w i l l  be  

g i ven  a t  the i r  pace  and l eve l  o f  need to  he lp  them prog re s s  to  the  nex t  

s tep .  



How are the school resources 

allocated and matched to the 

child’s need? 

W e ha ve  a  t e a m  o f  S EN D  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  who  wo r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  o u r  

p up i l s  w i t h  S EN D  a nd  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  We  a l s o  o f f e r  t r a i n i n g  t o  a l l  o f  

t h e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a nd  p r o v i d e  o p p o r t un i t i e s  t o  s h a r e  g o o d  p r a c t i c e .

T he  t e a m  a r e  t r a i n ed  t o  s up p o r t  a  num b e r  o f  i n d i v i d ua l  n e ed s  a nd  

J a c k i e ,  o u r  q ua l i f i e d  t e a c he r  a d a p t s  p l a nn i ng  a nd  o b j e c t i v e s  i n  l i g h t  o f  

o b s e r v a t i o n s .  S he  h a s  a l l o ca te d  t i m e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  c l a s s r o om t o  

c o m p l e t e  t h i s  wo r k .

W e  wo r k  v e r y  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  L A  S p e c i a l  N eed s  S up p o r t  S e r v i c e  a nd  

a r e  a d v i s e d  b y  t h e  L A  S p ee c h  a nd  l a ng ua g e  t e a m  who  p r o v i d e  

i n d i v i d ua l i s e d  o b j e c t i v e s  a nd  g u i d a n c e  f o r  i n d i v i d ua l  p up i l s .  

I n  2 2 - 2 3 ,  s e ve r a l  o f  o u r  p up i l s  r e c e i v ed  S EN I F  f und i ng  ( S p e c i a l  

E d u c a t i o na l  N eed s  I n c l u s i o n  F und )  f r o m  t h e  L A  wh i c h  ena b l e d  u s  t o  

em p l o y  a  s p ee c h  a nd  l a ng ua g e  t h e r a p i s t  t o  a s s e s s  p up i l s ,  wo r k  w i t h  

t h em  a nd  t r a i n  s t a f f .  We  a i m  t o  c o n t i nue  w i t h  t h i s  a p p r o a ch  nex t  y e a r .

W e a r e  f o r t una t e  t h a t  we  ha ve  a  s ep a r a t e  ‘ q u i e t  r o o m ’  whe r e  we  c a n  

t a k e  c h i l d r en  f o r  sm a l l  g r o up  wo r k  a nd  o ne  t o  o ne  t a s k s  a wa y  f r o m  t h e  

hu s t l e  a nd  b u s t l e  o f  t h e  m a i n  nu r s e r y  r o o m s .  



How does the school 

judge if the support has 

had an impact? 
Ch i ld ren ’ s  prog re ss  w i l l  be  assessed aga ins t  age  re la ted  expec ta t i ons  

th ree  t imes  dur ing  the  year .  Assessments  wh i ch  a re  broken  down in to  

sma l l e r  s tages  (Por tage  assessments ,  speech  and l anguage  assessments  

and Tapes t ry  assessments )  may  be  used  fo r  these  ch i l d ren  to  assess  

the i r  p rog re ss  more  approp r ia te l y .  

Some pup i l s  w i th  SEND w i l l  have  an  Ind iv i dua l  P l ay  P lan  w i th  the i r  

objec t i ve s  on  there .  These  a re  rev iewed te rm ly  as  par t  o f  our  cyc le  and 

new ta rge t s  a re  se t .  However ,  a l l  o f  the  s ta f f  he re  fo l l ow a  ‘P l ann ing  in  

the  moment ’  approach  –  so  we  don ’ t  wa i t  unt i l  a  te rm ly  rev iew to  move  

ch i l d ren  fo rwa rd  i f  we  can  see  the i r  ta rge t s  have  been  met .  

We comple te  focus  ch i l d  repor t s  and fur ther  Tapes t ry  observa t i ons  on  

our   pup i l s  to  t rack  prog re ss  and engagement .

The  head teacher ,  Deb,  repor t s  on  the  prog re s s  o f  our  pup i l s  w i th  SEND 

three  t imes  a  year  to  our  Govern ing  body .   



How will my child be included 

in all of the learning 

opportunities at Ronald Tree? 

A l l  ch i l d ren  have  access  to  the  range  o f  ac t i v i t i e s  i n  nurse ry .  A l l  

ch i l d ren  m ix  w i th  one  another  dur ing  the  nurse ry  sess i on ,  

choos i ng  the i r  own f r i endsh i p  groups  and ac t i v i t i e s .  

Ch i l d ren  ident i f i ed  as  hav ing  SEND may  engage  in  sma l l  g roup 

work  w i th  an  Ear l y  Years  Prac t i t i one r  in  wh i ch  those  ch i l d ren  

wi thou t  SEND may  be  inc luded in  the  group to  encourage  soc ia l  

sk i l l s  o r  cogn i t i ve  deve lopment .  

Dur ing  spec i a l  ‘ event s ’  such  as  t r i ps  out  o r  v i s i to r s  coming  i n  to  

the  se t t i ng ,  we  w i l l  work  w i th  f am i l i e s  to  ensure  as  much 

par t i c i pa t i o n  as  poss i b l e  –  by  ask ing  a  f am i l y  member  to  jo in  us  

f o r  example .  However ,  the  ch i l d ’ s  we l l  be ing  i s  o f  u l t imate  

impor tance  to  us  and we  may dec ide  toge the r  tha t  some events  

cou ld  overwhe lm a  ch i l d  and o f f e r  an  a l te rna t i ve .  

Sa feguard i ng  procedu re s  a re  in  p lace  to  ensure  the  sa fe ty  o f  a l l  

ch i l d ren .

Those  ch i l d ren  w i th  add i t i ona l  needs  a re  suppo r ted  to  deve lop  

a l te rna t i ve  means  o f  commun i ca t i on  such  as  p i c tu re s  o r  s ign  to  

express  the i r  emot ions .

A l l  ch i l d ren  a re  t rea ted  respec t fu l l y  and  inc lus i ve ly .

Our  schoo l  Access i b i l i t y  p lan  can  be  found on  our  webs i t e .  We a re  

a  one  s to rey  bu i l d ing  w i th  approp r i a te  access  to  a l l  a reas .



What training 

and expertise 

do the staff 

have? 

All key workers at Ronald Tree are Cache Level 3 Early 

Years Educator trained

Jackie and Deb are qualified teachers with many years of 

experience between them. Deb completed the National 

SENCO accreditation in July 2022.

All of our practitioners have worked with Kristina Smith – 

a qualified Speech and Language therapist to support all 

children in nursery communicate. We have completed 

National College training on self-regulation and autism. 

We have regular staff meetings with SEND as our focus 

and discuss individual strategies and support in our 

weekly planning meetings

One member of staff has level 2 British Sign Language 

and training in the use of cochlear implants



How accessible is the 

school both indoors and 

outdoors?

The bui ld ing is on one level with doors of 

appropr iate width for wheelchairs

The school has a disabled toi let for adults,  chi ld 

sized toi lets for the pupi ls,  inc luding one with a 

support ra i l

Where specia l ist  equipment is needed, the nursery 

wi l l  l ia ise with parents and outs ide agencies to 

secure this and may access specif ic funding

Al l  chi ldren are act ively encouraged to use the 

outdoor provis ion which is fu l ly accessib le and 

visual ly r isk assessed each day



What 

specialist 

services do 

the school 

work with? 

SEND Early Years 

Team (often 

known as Portage)

Speech and 

Language Team

Educational 

Psychologists
Health Visitors

Community 

Pediatrician

Social Workers



How will the school support 

my child when transferring 

schools or classes? 

Pr io r  to  ch i l d ren  s ta r t ing  nurse ry ,  key  worker s  ca r ry  out  home 

v i s i t s  where  parent s  can  d i scuss  any  conce rns

Parent s  may  need to  s tay  w i th  the i r  ch i l d  f o r  i n i t i a l  se t t l i ng - i n  

sess i ons  and the  l ength  o f  t ime  can  be  ad jus ted  to  su i t  

i nd iv idua l  need

Sta f f  ta l k  w i th  f am i l i e s  when i t ’ s  t ime  to  move  a  ch i l d  f rom one  

room to  another .  Ch i l d ren  make  severa l  v i s i t s  to  the i r  new 

room and meet  the i r  new s ta f f

Recept i on  teacher s  f rom pr imary  schoo l s  may  v i s i t  i n  the  

summer  te rm to  meet  the  ch id  and ta l k  to  s ta f f

S ta f f  f rom Rona ld  T ree  w i l l  ho ld  t rans i t i on  meet ings  w i th  the  

new schoo l s  and share  the  SEND suppo r t  p lan  fo r  your  ch i l d  

w i th  the  new team

V is i t s  to  the  new se t t ing  a re  encouraged  



Who can I 

contact for 

further 

information or 

if I want to 

complain 

about SEND 

provision? 

Families should always approach their key 

worker with any complaint or for more 

information. 

If more help is needed, speak to Deb, the 

head teacher or contact Nikki Glazebrook 

– our chair of Governors. 

A copy of the school Complaints Policy is 

available on our website or from the 

school office



The Local Offer

Em a i l  a d d r e s s :  L o c a l o f f e r @no r t h a mp ton sh i r e . gov . u k

W eb s i t e :  

h t t p : / / w w w 3 . n o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e . g o v . u k / c o u n c i l s e r v i c e s / c h i l d r e n -

f a m i l i e s - e d u c a t i o n / s e n d / l o c a l - o f f e r / P a g e s / d e f a u l t . a s p x

S e r v i c e  d e s c r i p t i o n :

T h e  L o c a l  O f f e r  i s  a  w e b s i t e  w h i c h  p u b l i s h e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  

s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  y o u n g  p e o p l e  ( a g e d  0 - 2 5 )  w i t h  

s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  a n d  d i s a b i l i t i e s .

S e r v i c e s  o n  t h e  w e b s i t e  i n c l u d e :  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s ,  s c h o o l s ,  s o c i a l  a n d  

l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  s o c i a l  c a r e  s e r v i c e s ,  f i n a n c e  a n d  f u n d i n g ,  p a r e n t  

s u p p o r t  g r o u p s ,  e a r l y  y e a r s  s e t t i n g s ,  s p e c i a l i s t  h o u s i n g ,  s p e c i a l i s t  

e q u i p m e n t ,  e m p l o y m e n t ,  t r a n s p o r t  a n d  m o r e .

mailto:Localoffer@northamptonshire.gov.uk
http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/send/local-offer/Pages/default.aspx
http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/send/local-offer/Pages/default.aspx
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